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there are mild icterus and albuminuria, though hemoglobin cannot be recog¬ 
nized in the urine. In some cases there is paroxysmal hemoglobinuria. In 
the blood small unpigmented parasites are found. They are difficult to see, 
show distinct but rather slow motion and growth. They are stained best in 
fresh preparations. Gradually an oval body develops, reaching a size equal 
to one-fourth the diameter of a red blood-corpuscle. This afterward breaks 
up into five or six small oval bodies, staining best at one pole. These pro¬ 
duce a “rosette” body or soon become free and rapidly move away in the 
blood. Crescents are found, but not constantly. They resemble those found 
in other localities morphologically, but differ from them in the peculiarity 
of taking the eosin-stain. Pigment is rarely found free, more frequently 
within the leucocytes, never in the red corpuscles. Whether the differences 
in the characteristics of the parasites as compared with those of other places 
are due to the peculiarities of the soil or indicate a new species, whether 
related to or distinct from similar forms found in Italy and Java, the author 
does not undertake to say. The parasite is distinguished clinically by its 
resistance to quinine, and on account of this and the irritating effects of the 
drug on the kidneys Plehn gave up the use of quinine in the treatment of 
his cases. At the same time the tendency to spontaneous recovery in black- 
water fever is marked. Chloral and morphine, with sinapisms to the epi¬ 
gastrium, oxygen-inhalations for the dyspnoea, and ether-injections for col¬ 
lapse are the remedies relied on. The nephritis and its results are treated in 
the usual way. After the disappearance of the acute symptoms quinine is 
given in gramme doses to prevent recidives. [It is to be regretted that the 
author has not told more about the parasites. From his description the re¬ 
semblance to the “ unpigmented parasite ” described by Marchiafava and 
Celli is almost complete. The results of post-mortem examinations, and the 
condition of the parasites in the internal organisms, should have been men¬ 
tioned, especially so siuce the author says the parasites form no pigment, but 
dissolve the hemoglobin, and yet describes the occurrence of pigment in the 
leucocytes and in the liver and spleen. That the organisms are more re- 
sistent to quinine than the larger forms makes the resemblance to those first 
described in Italy greater, but we do not learn from this paper that Plehn 
used quinine in an efficient manner, so that his statement as to its inefficiency 
carries little weight. Regarding the pathology of blackwater fever, the 
author speaks of it often as a hematuria, but expressly says in other places 
that it is a hemoglobinuria, and that red corpuscles are never found in the 
urine ; yet it must be a remarkable nephritis in which there is albumin in the 
urine to the amount of one per cent, with epithelial casts, but no blood-cor¬ 
puscles. Can it be that the urine was not examined fresh ? No doubt the 
study of pathology on the West Coast is difficult, and the author deserves 
great credit for the observations here reported. The field is a rich one and 
competent investigators are greatly needed.] 

Physiological Function in Metastatic Cancer of the Thyroid. 

Yon Eiselsberg (Archiv fur klin. Chirurgie, 1894, Bd. 48) reports the 
case of a woman, of thirty-eight years, who developed symptoms of cachexia 
thyreopriva after the removal of an adenoma of the thyroid. These symp- 
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toms improved, however, coincidently with the development of a tumor in 
the sternum, which at first grew slowly, later more rapidly, hut especially so 
during the menstrual periods. After the removal of this tumor typical at¬ 
tacks of tetany appeared. These in turn became rarer and the woman passed 
into a condition of chronic cachexia thyreopriva. A tumor appeared later 
on the scapula, but was not removed. The tumor of the sternum proved to 
be a cylinder-cell carcinoma, some of the tubules of which contained small 
drops of colloid. Prom the course of events von Eiselsberg concludes that 
the tumor of the sternum carried on the functions of the thyroid vicariously 
—a unique example of a new growth, especially a malignant one, carrying 
on a physiological function. (The idea that the tumor was an accessory 
thyroid is rejected.) 

Gastric Crises in Diabetes Mellitus. 

Grtjbe (Miinchener med. Wochenschrift, 1895, No. 7) gives the name of gas¬ 
tric crises to the attacks which occur not infrequently in diabetics, coming on 
suddenly with vomiting, colicky pains, dry and coated tongue, cramp in the 
legs, and slight fever. Diarrhoea sometimes occurs. The attacks last from 
several hours to several days. Grube thinks the attacks represent a form of 
diabetic intoxication in which the vagi are irritated by toxines circulating in 
the blood. They sometimes appear early in the course of diabetes. Under 
proper treatment recovery is the rule. The most important thing is to cause 
copious stools by means of enemata. Hot applications to the abdomen are 
also useful. The vomitus consists generally of the undigested meal pre¬ 
viously taken, and contains free hydrochloric acid. As a prophylactic 
measure the author recommends the avoidance of strict meat-diet. Grube 
has used with advantage an extract of beef-pancreas in digestive disturbances 
of diabetics. (The preparation has no effect on the excretion of sugar.) 

Tuberculous Ulcer of the Mouth. 

Walter ( Therap. Monalshefte, February, 1895) reports the following inter¬ 
esting case: A patient with tuberculosis of the lungs and larynx noticed 
the escape of liquid food through the nose. There was also pain in the left 
side of the mouth. Examination showed a large ulcer of the alveolar pro¬ 
cess on the left side, between the first bicuspid and the last molar tooth. 
There was a large cavity extending into the antrum of Highmore. The 
edges of the ulcer showed miliary tubercles. The tubercular ulcer arose 
apparently after extraction of the teeth, the tubercular sputum of the patient 
being pressed against the raw surfaces in the act of expectoration. Though 
rare, the possibilities should be borne in mind in the extraction of teeth in 
tubercular patients. 

The Leucocytes in Tuberculosis. 

Stein and Erbmann (Deutsches Archiv fur Min. Med., Bd. 50, p. 323) 
contribute a timely article on this subject. They have avoided the more 
serious causes of error in previous work in the same line by using a larger 
number of cases—sixty in all, by making very numerous blood-counts, and 



